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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE POLICY, FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
HELD AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES, STATION ROAD, WIGSTON ON TUESDAY, 10 MARCH 

2020 COMMENCING AT 7.00 PM 

 
PRESENT 

 

 
D A Gamble Chair 
Dr I K Ridley Vice-Chair 
 

COUNCILLORS  
 
N Alam 
G A Boulter 
J W Boyce 
Mrs L M Broadley 
M L Darr 
Miss P V Joshi 
J Kaufman 
Mrs L Kaufman 
Miss A Kaur 
K J Loydall JP 

 

  

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE  
 
S J Ball Trainee Solicitor 
Mrs A Lennox MBE Head of Community & Wellbeing 
C Mason Chief Finance Officer / Section 151 Officer 
C Raymakers Financial Services Manager 
A Thorpe Head of Built Environment 
S Tucker Democratic & Electoral Services Manager / Deputy Monitoring Officer 
 

56.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Councillor J W Boyce, as Leader of the Council, wished for Members’ gratitude be put on 
the record to the Council’s outgoing Financial Services Manager, Chris Raymakers. 
 
An apology for absence was received from Councillors L A Bentley, Mrs L Eaton JP, R F 
Eaton and D W Loydall. 

57.   APPOINTMENT OF SUBSTITUTES 
 
Councillor Miss A Kaur substituted for Councillor D W Loydall. 

58.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
None. 

59.   MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
By affirmation of the meeting, it was 
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 11 February 2020 be taken as 
read, confirmed and signed. 
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60.    ACTION LIST ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING(S) 

60a.   TUESDAY, 26 NOVEMBER, 2019 
 
By affirmation of the meeting, it was 
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The Action List arising from the previous meeting held on 26 November 2019 be 
noted. 

60b.   TUESDAY, 11 FEBRUARY, 2020 
 
Councillor G A Boulter requested that the customer satisfaction surveys and contract 
monitoring arrangements in relation to the Council’s in-house cleaning service be 
completed sooner rather than later, and before September 2020. 
 
Councillor K J Loydall JP requested that further consideration at a future meeting of the IT 
and Communications Working Group be given to the proposal of moving Letterbox to a 
digital-only version as part of wider review of the Council’s Communications Strategy. 
 
By affirmation of the meeting, it was 
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The Action List arising from the previous meeting held on 11 February 2020 be 
noted. 

61.   PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS 
 
None. 

62.   OADBY & WIGSTON EMPTY HOMES STRATEGY (2020-2025) 
 
The Committee gave consideration to the report and appendix (as set out on pages 11 - 
21 of the public agenda reports pack) which asked it to note the update with regard to the 
measures of success for 2019/20 relating to the issue of Empty Homes and to approve the 
proposed Empty Homes Strategy (2020-2025). 
 
It was moved by Councillor J W Boyce, seconded by the Chair and 
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT: 
 
(i) The contents of the report be noted;  
(ii) The proposed Empty Homes Strategy (2020-2025) (set out at Appendix 1 

to the report) be approved; and 
(iii) The number of long-term empty homes be monitored on a quarterly-basis 

and be reported to the Service Delivery Committee as part standard 
Council Performance Update report, which is to include the compilation 
and maintenance of a Register of Empty Homes detailing: 
(a) a condition assessment for each property; 
(b) a breakdown of the type(s) of long-term empty properties; and 
(c) an indicative action plan for each property.  

 
Councillor Mrs L M Broadley left the Chamber at 7:43 pm. 
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63.   INTERCEPTION OF COMMUNICATIONS POLICY UPDATE (MARCH 2020) 
 
The Committee gave consideration to the report and appendix (as set out on pages 22 - 
37 of the public agenda reports pack) which advised it of the amendments made to the 
Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 and asked it to adopt the proposed 
Interception of Communications Policy (“the Policy”). 
 
Councillor K J Loydall JP requested that a hyperlink to the Communications Data Code of 
Practice (as referred to at page 26 of the public agenda reports pack) and details for the 
single point of contact (SPoC) (as referred to at page 29 of the public agenda reports 
pack) be inserted into the proposed Policy accordingly.   
 
It was moved by Councillor K J Loydall JP, seconded by Councillor J W Boyce and 
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT: 
 
(i) The contents of the report be noted;  
(ii) The proposed Interception of Communications Policy (as set out at 

Appendix 1 to the report) be approved (as amended). 
 
Councillor Mrs L M Broadley returned to the Chamber at 7:46 pm. 

64.   COLLECTION AND WRITE-OFF OF MISCELLANEOUS DEBTORS (Q3 2019/20) 
 
The Committee gave consideration to the report (as set out on pages 38 - 41of the public 
agenda reports pack) which asked it to note the levels of outstanding debt owed to the 
Council at the end of quarter three of 2019/20 and for it to approve any write-off of 
uncollectable debts as per the Council’s Financial Regulations.  
 
It was moved by the Chair, seconded by the Vice-Chair and 
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT: 
 
(i) The contents of the report be noted; and 
(ii) The write-off of bad debt (as set out at paragraph 6 of the report) be 

approved. 

65.   THIRD SECTOR AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT FUNDING REQUESTS (Q3 2019/20) 
 
The Committee gave consideration to the report and appendices (as set out on pages 42 - 
50 of the public agenda reports pack) which provided it with an update on third sector and 
community support funding at the end of quarter three of 2019/20. 
 
It was moved by the Chair, seconded by the Vice-Chair and 
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT: 
 
(i) The five Residents’ Forum funding applications (as set out at paragraph 

2.3 of the report) be approved; and 
(ii) The updates and case studies provided by Citizens Advice and Helping 

Hands (as set out at Appendices 1 and 2 of the report) be noted. 

66.   STANDARDS & ETHICAL INDICATORS (Q3 2019/20) 
 
The Committee gave consideration to the report and appendix (as set out on pages 51 - 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/822817/Communications_Data_Code_of_Practice.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/822817/Communications_Data_Code_of_Practice.pdf
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60 of the public agenda reports pack) which asked it to note the figures for local 
determination of complaints and the ethical indicators for quarter three of 2019/20. 
 
Councillor J W Boyce requested that further clarification be provided outside of the 
meeting regarding the ‘No. of Complaints Still Open’ under the heading ‘Anti-Social 
Behaviour Indicators’ (as referred to at page 59 of the public agenda reports pack). 
 
Councillor J W Boyce further requested that the page-orientation of the appendix to the 
report be presented in a portrait format at all subsequent meetings.  
 
By affirmation of the meeting, it was 
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The content of the report and appendix be noted. 

67.   EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
By affirmation of the meeting, it was 
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting in 
accordance with Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (Exempt 
Information) during consideration of the item(s) below on the grounds that it 
involved the disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the respective 
paragraph(s) 1, 2, 3 and 5 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act and, in all the 
circumstances, the public interest in maintaining the exempt item(s) 
outweighed the public interest in disclosing the information. 

68.   PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF COUNCIL-OWNED LAND IN OADBY (EXEMPT REPORT) 
 
The Committee gave consideration to the exempt report and appendices (as set out on 
pages 61 - 93 of the private agenda reports pack) which asked it to consider a proposed 
disposal of Council-owned land in Oadby. 
 
It was moved by Councillor J W Boyce, seconded by the Chair and 
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The item of business be deferred to a subsequent meeting until such time as 
the detailed information as requested by the Committee is provided. 

 
THE MEETING CLOSED AT 7.57 PM 

 
 

   

 Chair 
 

 Tuesday, 16 June 2020 
 

 
 

Printed and published by Democratic Services, Oadby and Wigston Borough Council, 
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